University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

10-7-1994

Argentine Politicians Manuever Ahead of
Presidential Election in May 1995
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Argentine Politicians Manuever Ahead of Presidential Election in May 1995." (1994).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11677

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56475
ISSN: 1060-4189

Argentine Politicians Manuever Ahead of Presidential
Election in May 1995
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Argentina
Published: 1994-10-07
Politicians in Argentina are moving the pieces into place for the general elections scheduled for May
14, 1995. In the pre-electoral positioning, Eduardo Duhalde, governor of the state of Buenos Aires,
won a major victory when a state referendum that will allow him to run for reelection passed easily.
Meanwhile, as President Carlos Saul Menem looks ahead toward his own reelection campaign,
opposition political parties are lining up their strongest candidates to stop him. Menem's recent
success in changing the Constitution to allow him to run again in 1995 prompted Duhalde, president
of the ruling Partido Justicialista (PJ-Peronista), to try a similar move in Buenos Aires. Duhalde was
elected vice president on the Justicialista ticket with Menem in 1989 but resigned shortly thereafter
to run for governor of Buenos Aires. He has an excellent chance for reelection as governor after the
positive outcome of the referendum to modify the State Constitution.
The Oct. 2 referendum passed easily, with 61% of the valid votes marked "yes" in response to the
ballot's inquiry of whether the governor should be allowed to run for reelection. The 61% majority
was 20 points more than the Justicialistas received in last April's elections for a national constituent
assembly. Menem's supporters see the easy passage of the Buenos Aires referendum as a plus for
Duhalde's political aspirations as well as the president's bid for reelection, since the referendum
outcome is interpreted as a vote of confidence for the Menem administration's policies.
Some analysts, however, point to signs of friction between Duhalde and Menem, especially
regarding Duhalde's future role in naming Menem's running mate for the 1995 ticket. Duhalde is
apparently interested in running for president in 1999. Reelection as governor of Buenos Aires, with
40% of the country's population, would put him in a good spot to mount a bid for the top office. For
that reason, analysts say Duhalde will not want a vice president on the ticket with Menem who could
be a serious challenge to his own ambitions. However, Menem has stated on various occasions that
he will choose his running mate "without interference from any sector."
Nevertheless, if Menem is to win a first-round victory next May, he will need Duhalde's help
in delivering the Buenos Aires votes, which gives Duhalde considerable leverage. Although the
state-level referendum won easily, Duhalde was only able to get approval for the referendum
by negotiating an alliance with the Movimiento por la Dignidad e Independencia (MODIN), an
ultranationalist political organization led by former Lt. Col. Aldo Rico. In his deal with Duhalde, Rico
agreed that his party would not actively oppose the referendum and would abstain in the voting.
However, a faction of the party split and campaigned against the reelection measure, incurring
the wrath of Rico, who took over party headquarters and demanded that the rebellious faction
resign from the party. MODIN was formed by Rico and other former "carapintadas," the military
officers who unsuccessfully tried in 1987 and 1988 to topple the government of former president
Raul Alfonsin. Rico was elected a MODIN deputy in 1993. Meanwhile, other opposition political
parties are setting their sights on the 1995 presidential race.
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The major opposition party, the Union Civica Radical (UCR), is scrambling to find a strong
candidate in the wake of Cordoba governor Eduardo Angeloz's withdrawal from the race for
nomination. Angeloz pulled out as the party's standard-bearer because of interparty wrangling.
Contenders for the nomination include Rodolfo Terragno, minister of public works under Alfonsin;
deputy Federico Storani; and the governor of Rio Negro, Horacio Massaccesi. Party primary
elections will be held Nov. 27. The party has been going through serious internal battles since
Alfonsin signed a pact with Menem in December 1993 that led to the constitutional change to allow
Menem to run for reelection. The left is also split, with deputies Fernando "Pino" Solanas and
Carlos "Chacho" Alvarez vying for the Frente Grande nomination. Pino Solanas, who strongly
opposes the Menem economic plan and the privatization of state businesses, insists there are no
major ideological differences with Alvarez, only a "healthy debate" in the party. Alvarez has caused
serious consternation within the party for his partial support of the economic policies of Menem
and Economy Minister Domingo Caballo. However, both Alvarez and Solanas have called for
investigations into alleged illegalities in the privatization process.
The opposition parties are considering combining their forces to stop Menem. On Sept. 23, Jose
Octavio Bordon, former Justicialista governor of the state of Mendoza, who resigned from the
party in August, announced the formation of his own political organization, Politica Abierta para
la Integracion Social (open politics for social integration), PAIS. Bordon, the Frente Grande's
Alvarez, and the UCR's Storani have formed a bloc in congress to push through opposition
legislation. Bordon does not discount a united opposition ticket in a second-round run off election if
Menem does not win on the first ballot. According to the electoral reforms recently enacted by the
constituent assembly, a candidate must obtain more than 45% of the votes on the first ballot to avoid
a runoff.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

